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Let’s Talk!  Weekly Legislative Conference Call #1 

Friday, Friday, March 14, 2014 

4:00 p.m. 

 
 The Family Café will host a series of conference calls in order to give 

listeners updates on the weekly happenings of the Legislative Session. 

 These calls take place every Friday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. EST for the 
duration of the 2014 Regular Legislative Session (60 days) and will feature 
various experts and community leaders. 

 Today’s guest speaker is Jim DeBeaugrine 

 Notes from today’s and other call will  be posted on The Family Café’s 
website by next Wednesday (www.familycafe.net) 

 Please place your phones on mute at this time 

 
The Family Café is a thoroughly non—partisan organization, and any 
thoughts or options shared by invited speakers or other participants 

on the call solely represent those individuals and do not necessarily 
reflect the position of The Family Café itself. 

 
Brief Overview of the second week of Session 

 The legislative leadership has worked to decide the committee allocations, 
in other words, the amount of money each appropriation subcommittee 
will receive to fund new programs 

 The state will have an additional $170.1 million to fund services 

 Next week the House and Senate will seriously begin to develop their 
proposed their fiscal year 2014-2015 budgets 

 
Jim DeBeaugrine, current member of Family Café Board of Directors, past 
Director of APD, and long-time veteran of legislative process 

 We’re in week 2 of the Session 

http://www.familycafe.net/
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 The legislature will go home May 2 

 Florida is unique in how it does its budget 

 The Governor, House, and Senate have to use the official general revenue 
forecast produced by joint House, Senate, Governor body called the 
Estimating Conference 

 The Governor has to use the same numbers as the House and Senate 

 $125 million is actually in addition to a $1 billion surplus, so you basically 
have about $1.2-1.4 billion extra 

 The Governor has called for up to $500 million in tax reductions 

 The biggest chunk of that would come in the form of auto tag fees, and also 
proposed tax breaks for businesses 

 We have not seen the Senate allocation as of today 

 The House allocation was created with certain critical priorities in mind 

 The politics will be a little bit different since we’re going into a Governors’ 
race 

 We have Governor Scott who is not the most popular and Charlie Crist, who 
has a lot of name recognition 

 A lot of what we have this year will be geared toward the Governor and 
Legislature trying to make each other look good 

 Roughly half of the Senate and all of the House will be up for reelection 

 In addition to tax relief, priority is always going to be K-12 education, the 
House also wants to increase funding for higher education, child welfare, 
aimed at increasing staff and quality of that staff 

 Another big issue is a considerable amount of money spent on water, in 
terms of maintaining healthy springs in North Florida, doing something 
about major discharges of fresh water out of Okeechobee, water quality 

 Transportation and economic development will be big issues, as well as 
potentially building another stadium to try and bring in professional sports 
franchises to the state 

 You’ll also read about gaming, as far as bringing in resort-style casinos like 
you see in Vegas to Tallahassee 

 Allocation for Health Care in the House is $8.2 billion, largely used to match 
Medicaid  

 Overall budget would be somewhere in the neighborhood of $20 or $21 
billion 
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 Vocational Rehabilitation: The Governor’s recommended budget provides 
the General Revenue match to completely take advantage of all available 
federal funds to draw down 

 APD: an allocation was provide to HHS appropriations committee to allow 
matching the Governor’s $20 million to take people off the waiting list; this 
is nowhere close enough to eliminate the waiting list of 22,000 people 

 There are 7 priority categories on the waiting list, this request will take the 
individuals in the top 3 categories off the waiting list 

 The iBudget has provided the budget stability needed 

 The Arc of Florida is asking for money to provide dental care, primarily 
people on the waiting list 

 The Governor also asked for funding for supported employment for people 
on the waiting list 

 The House and Senate will produce a recommended budget next week 

 The following week these budgets of each subcommittees (Education, HHS, 
criminal justice, transportation, etc.) will be combined into a single 
appropriations bill 

 There will be an amendatory process 

 The bill will pass out of committees and then go to The House for another 
round of amendments 

 The House will pass its bill and send it to the Senate 

 The Senate will send the House their bill  

 The House will host the conference committee 

 Both chambers have to pass the exact same bill 

 Another issue related to Developmental Disabilities: when Governor Scott 
came in they did rate reductions, some rates are not sufficient to pay 
federal minimum wage or the state constitutional mandated minimum 
wage 

 There was an exemption for companionship, related to federal law, that 
allowed this to happen 

 President Obama has begun to focus on increasing minimum wage  

 Without the ability to pay minimum wage with our providers looking at 
significant federal sanctions if they don’t pay minimum wage, then creating 
a rate structure that does not allow our providers to pay their employees 
minimum wage, it will probably lead to a de facto elimination of those 
services for a number of people 

 This issue has the potential to create a political backlash 
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 I’m not seeing any serious discussion on Managed Care at this time 
 
Questions 

 Lucy Mohs-I would like to thank Jim for his overview of VR’s budget and the 
Governor’s budget recommendations 

 Back in February VR had to close Category 1 service list, which is for those 
with the most significant disabilities, so in order to pull down our full 
federal match we’ve asked the Governor for $18,466,101 in General 
Revenue and he put it in his budget to help us reopen Category 1, and will 
allow us to reopen Category 2, and open a jobs portal for people with 
disabilities to match employees with employers, and allows Able Trust to 
open two additional High School High Tech programs 

 Lucy Mohs is in charge of legislative affairs for VR 

 Yolanda Herrera- regarding the minimum wage: some of the services 
provided by APD may be critical because of their pay rate? Do we need to 
be concerned? 

 Jim- APD is working with the stakeholders with the Florida Association of 
Rehabilitation Services and the Arc of Florida, which are the two biggest 
provider groups to identify the magnitude of the issue and I think there is 
cause for concern but not for alarm just yet 

 I would feel very alarmed if the agency were trying to deny, but the agency 
is working well with stakeholders to lay out the issue 

 This was not a problem in the past with the exemption, but when the 
exemption goes away it could become an issue 

 People tend to not understand how critical of a service it is when they hear 
the term “companion,” but it’s not just a buddy 

 A companion may be the reason a person can live in the community and 
not in a nursing home; they’re the people who actually spend time with the 
consumer and are the first line of defense 

 I would like to see those jobs become a higher stature and for someone to 
make a decent living 

 
Thank you Jim and Lucy for participating, along with everyone else. Please 
remember: 
The Family Café is a thoroughly non—partisan organization, and any thoughts or 
options shared by invited speakers or other participants on the call sole 
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represent those individuals and do not necessarily reflect the position of The 
Family Café itself. 
 
 
We host these calls every Friday at 4:00 during Session. The notes will be posted 
on our website by Wednesday of next week. We will see you in June at The 16th 
Annual Family Café, our Sweet Sixteen event.  Governor Scott will be hosting the 
Governor’s Summit on Disabilities on Friday evening, June 6th from 6-8 p.m.  Hope 
to see you all there also! 
 
Thank you and enjoy the weekend. 
 
 


