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Let’s Talk!  Weekly Legislative Conference Call #3 

Friday, Friday, March 28, 2014 

4:00 p.m. 

 
Welcome! 

 The Family Café will host a series of conference calls in order to give 
listeners updates on the weekly happenings of the 2014 Legislative Session.   

 These calls will take place every Friday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. EST for the 
duration of the 2014 Regular Legislative Session (60 days) and will feature 
various experts and community leaders.  Today’s guest speakers are Aleisa 
McKinlay and Lucy Mohs from Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 

 Notes from today’s and other call will be posted on The Family Café’s 
website www.familycafe.net  by Wednesday of next week. 

 Please take a moment to mute your lines. 
 
The Family Café is a thoroughly non—partisan organization, and any thoughts or 
options shared by invited speakers or other participants on the call sole 
represent those individuals and do not necessarily reflect the position of The 
Family Café itself. 
 
Brief Overview 

 Essential committee work is beginning to wind down and appropriation 

committee and floor action is picking up   

 The next four weeks will be marked by budget squabbling and political 

posturing as legislators head toward session's end and the campaign trail 

 

 

http://www.familycafe.net/
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So let’s talk…. 

 This week’s guest is Director Aleisa McKinlay, the Director of the Florida 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 

 Prior to joining VR, she was Chief of Adult Community Mental Health at the 
Florida Department of Children & Families (DCF), as well as the Director of 
the Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illnesses (PAIMI) 
Program at the Advocacy Center for Persons with Disabilities (now 
Disability Rights Florida)  

 In addition to holding her law degree, Director McKinlay has significant 
experience in the administration of public mental health services and is a 
tremendous advocate for the needs of VR customers 

 Lucy Mohs came to VR in 2009 and is VR’s Public Affairs Director  

 She is also the division’s Legislative Liaison 

 Prior to joining VR, Lucy was the Legislative Affairs Director for APD for 
nearly five years    

 
Director McKinlay 

 VR has waiting lists for all service categories  

 Federal law requires that if you can’t serve all people who come in, then 

you have to prioritize those who have most significant barriers to 

employment 

 Category one is most significant disabilities, Category 2 is significant 

disabilities, 3 is everything else 

 The category assignment is based on how many barriers to employment, 

how many services you’ll need from VR and what period of time you’ll be 

served 

 August 2010 to November 2013, Categories 1 and 2 were open and flowing 

with no waiting list 

 August 2008 to August 2010, there were periods of everyone being on 

waiting list and then released into services 

 Category 3 waiting list has continued to be closed, but between October 

2012 and 2013 we had released almost 1,000 from waiting list and had 

about 950 left on waiting list 

 Due to a budget deficit, a waiting list was established in November 2013 for 

Category 2 

 In February 2014, we established a waiting list for Category 1 
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 We did not stop serving everybody, but this would apply to new applicants 

for service 

 When we begin to release people from Category 1 waiting list, it depends 

on how legislative session turns out for us 

 We have not had enough state match to pull down all of our federal grant 

funds 

 The Governor’s budget request for us provides enough general revenue to 

match the rest of this year’s grant (federal fiscal year goes until end of 

September) and also enough money for our full grant award for next year 

 This would allow us to begin releasing people back into service maybe even 

as early as mid-May 

 We would release people by category; Category 1 waiting list has to be 

cleared out before Category 2, and Category 2 before Category 3, based on 

federal rules 

 The House budget mirrored the Governor’s budget to a very large extent; 

they also asked for enough general revenue to match this year and next 

year’s  grant award 

 A couple differences between the House and Governor’s budgets—some 

contracted funds in the Governor’s budget to establish a help desk did not 

appear in the House, but if we get the general revenue that was requested, 

we’ll find a way to make that help desk happen 

 The Senate budget is not the same—there is enough in their request to 

provide recurring funds to pull down next year’s grant award, but not 

enough for the rest of this year’s grant 

 Florida will leave about $28 million on the table this year if the funds are 

not made available 

 We’ll see what happens when both budgets go to the floor next week 

 Operationally, what will happen, if we don’t get the full amount, we will 

start releasing Category 1 wait list July 1. Wont’ be able to release 2 or 3 

next year 

 With the full amount we can clear out Category one and make headway on 

Category 2, and clear that out end of June 2015 

 
 
Questions? 
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 Yolanda Herrera- I’m just wondering for all parents that are on the line, if 
you can give some sort of advice for what we can do back at home to 
advocate with our legislators to make them change their strategies: 

 Director McKinlay-the biggest thing anybody can do right now is to thank 
any of the members who are part of the House structure, Education 
appropriation committees and subcommittees for their generous support 
of VR and tell them how important it is to hold on to higher figure, and if 
anyone has connections in Senate to explain to those individuals why it’s so 
important to come up to the amount of Governor’s budget 

 You should have an opportunity to connect with these legislators in their 
home office before Easter 

 VR is very committed to helping people with disabilities get and keep jobs 
and we need all of the money that the federal government has allocated for 
the state of Florida 

 Florida has a very healthy VR grant and we can come close to meeting the 
demand for service in the state of Florida if we can pull down our whole 
grant award 

 The demand for services exceeds our ability to provide them because of the 
budget constraints 

 The match rate of 21% state dollars to79%  federal is pretty fantastic 

 Don’t forget these legislators have home offices in our local communities; 
you can always reach someone in their home office during business hours 

 For any questions, call The Family Café at 888-309-2233, or send an email 
to info@familycafe.net. I will forward any questions I can’t answer on to 
Director McKinlay and Lucy Mohs 

 
Thank you everyone for being on today’s call.   
 
And remember. . . . The Family Café is a thoroughly non—partisan organization, 
and any thoughts or options shared by invited speakers or other participants on 
the call sole represent those individuals and do not necessarily reflect the 
position of The Family Café itself. 
 
Talk to you soon. We will see you in June at The 16th Annual Family Café, our 
Sweet Sixteen event.  Governor Scott will be hosting the Governor’s Summit on 
Disabilities on Friday evening, June 6th from 6-8 p.m.  Hope to see you all there 
also! Thank you and enjoy the weekend. 
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