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Welcome all to the June 2011 issue of The 
Noodle. For this edition of the ever popu-
lar Noodle Newsletter, the FYC members 
were asked what they would do if they 
suddenly won one million dollars. Most 
members were pretty creative with their 
answers, ranging from buying new cars to 

donating some of their money. One member 
even explained what he would have done with 
the money when he younger. Also included 
are responses to letters from the always sassy 
Ms. Saucey and the slightly twisted Professor 
Linguine.  We hope you enjoy this edition of 
the Noodle Newsletter.

By Whitney Harris
One in a Million
If I were to win a million dollars, I would 
do two things: take care of my family and 
myself, and donate a portion. Now, before 
you think I’m so nice, I have to warn you 
that I would defi nitely treat myself to a few 
things as well. For example, I would buy a 
few designer handbags like Prada, Coach, 
and D&G just to make sure I’m well cov-
ered for any occasion. Then I would have 
a shopping spree to make sure that I have 
some new dresses and glamorous shoes! 

Next, I would take the opportunity to 
pay off any debts my mother owed, take 
care of my siblings’ college funds and 
make sure to save some of the leftover 
money to relieve some monetary stress in 
the future for them. Also, if they wanted 
new dresses and glamorous shoes, I 
wouldn’t be able to say no! 

I’d take the leftover money and split 
it in half. Half would go into a savings 
account and the other half would be 
donated. I’m not sure if I’d give it all to 

one charity or non-profi t, but I’m thinking 
that I would want to help as many people as 
possible! And, naturally, I’d want to donate 
to something close to my heart, such as non-
profi ts that help people with disabilities. As 
long as I could see the money going to good 
use, I would be happy. Making a difference 
makes everyone happier!



If I found out I was the winner of a million 
dollars, I defi nitely think I’d scream until I 
lost my voice, and lose my mind with all the 
things that I could buy. Thankfully, I have 
a husband who would stop me in my tracks 
before I became insane. So after posting on 
Facebook that I am the winner of a million 
dollars, I would sit down, start thinking 
about the most important things I want to 
spend the money on, and make a list.

The fi rst thing on the list would be a 
house. The thought alone of not having to 
worry about how I will come up with the 
money to pay rent is blissful. We would 
move to Kendall, Florida because it is 
farther away, but close enough to drive to 
friends and family. The perfect house would 
be a 3,987 Sq. ft., 5 bedrooms, 3 full and 1 
partial bathroom house. It would come with 
my dream kitchen, my husband’s dream 
man cave, and let’s not forget Mathew’s 
car-themed room. I would put some of the 
leftover money in a safe account that would 
cover our electric bill and other luxuries, 
like cable and internet. 

The next item on the list to purchase 
would be vehicles. It is very important to 

our family to have a car. A car would en-
able us to fi nd jobs that are farther away. 
We would be able to take Mathew to the 
park more than the old 1 or 2 times a month, 
and just be able to cruise around. Since my 
husband is a lover of fast, exotic and sexy 
cars, I would buy him his 2011 Audi R8.It 
would have all of the bells and whistles. For 
my vehicle I would choose the Chrysler 300 
Hemi 4DR RWD sedan in black. Ever since 
I saw one drive down the street, I felt that 
one day I would get one for myself. If I won 
a million dollars, I would buy it without a 
second thought. It feels classy, and the fact 

that it is a 4 door car is a huge plus as this 
means that there is plenty of room for the 
wheelchair and stroller. 

After buying the most important things, 
I would give some money away. After 
speaking with my husband, we have de-
cided to put $50,000 into charities. It would 
be $10,000 for fi ve different charities. He 
gets two charities, I get two charities and 
then we would both agree on one to donate 
money under Mathew’s name. The two 
charities my husband chose were “Hole in 
the Wall Camps”, and “Save the Children”. 
Hole in the Wall Camps charity are camps 
for children with serious illnesses and life- 
threatening conditions like cancer, sickle 
cell anemia, HIV/AIDS, and many more. 
This charity gives children the chance to 
experience the simple joys of being a kid 
without compromising any of their medical 
needs. Save the Children is another char-
ity that helps children in poverty around 
the world. They work to help families 
solve problems encountered by kids and 
communities, using a number of strate-
gies to ensure their self-suffi ciency. The 
two charities I would donate to are “Feed 
the Children” and “March of Dimes Birth 
Defects Foundation”. Feed the Children is 
a non-profi t organization that helps deliver 
food, medicine, clothing and other necessi-
ties to children and their families who have 
lost these essentials due to natural disaster, 
poverty, and famine. March of Dimes Birth 
Defects Foundationis an agency whose 
mission is to lower the rate of birth defects, 
infant mortalities and improve the health 
of babies.  I think that this agency would 
be very helpful for those fi rst time moth-
ers who have babies with birth defects and 
need to know how to get general informa-
tion. For Mathew, we would donate to 
Special Olympics. It is very important that 
everyone gets involved with the disability 
community and becomes aware that they 
can achieve many things. This would not 
only bring awareness to this community but 
also would help these individuals to stay 
healthy while doing sports and having fun 
with their friends and family.

The next thing I would do is invest in 
good stocks. However, I know absolutely 
nothing about them. My husband does, so 
I have left this task for him. He says that 
promising stocks are Google and 
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Million Dollar Dream
By Cinthia Melgar



Microsoft. $25,000 each stock. After 
purchasing stocks, I believe that it is im-
portant that we give at least $5,000 to his 
mother. She has been very helpful with 
Mathew, and has been such a trooper about 
lending us her car when we want to go to 
the park, date, or get out of the house for 
a while. She has been the one person I can 
turn to when I am worried about Mathew; 
for example, the nights where he gets 
these fevers that come out of nowhere, or 
when he had these tiny red spots all over 
his body which we thought were chicken 
pox. She always has the right suggestions, 
which make everything turn out okay in 
the end. 

 As a parent, I believe that it’s 
important to set some money aside for 
Mathew. Whether he uses that money for 
a car, college, or a house when he is old 
enough, I honestly don’t care. I would save 
$100,000 in a secure savings account until 
he is 25 years old. I say 25 because we all 
know that it’s not safe to receive that much 
money when we are 18 or 21. At a younger 
age, we would waste money on material 
things that later on would not matter. So, 
my husband and I feel that age 25 is the 

only age appropriate where he can make a 
wise choice on what he wants to spend that 
kind of money on.

After all of this, we would splurge money 
on things we want to buy for recreational pur-
poses. I have set aside $10,000 to just spend 
on shopping. $2,000 would be to buy clothes, 
toys and shoes for Mathew. Then $4,000 for 
my husband to spend on clothes, his gizmos, 
Microsoft points, on renewing his subscrip-
tion for the next 2 years, and on video games 
of course. I would use my $4,000 on clothes, 
two pairs of shoes, doing my hair, buying 
four new video games, recipe books, and 
other things that I would want while walking 
through the malls.

This is all I would plan to spend money 
on for now. I can’t think of anything else to 
buy. The smart thing to do at this point is to 
save the rest of the money and use it only in 
emergencies. However, I would do one tiny 
thing before saving the rest. I would give the 
Florida Youth Council some money so that we 
can continue meeting and continue bringing 
awareness to the rest of the world. We need 
to let them know we are here, and are ready 
to make a difference. 

Accessible Home, Limo, and School
By Garrett Mayersohn

If I had a million dollars I would most likely buy a fully handicap accessible beach 
house. I love the beach and I love being able to get around my own house, so that would 
be a match made in heaven. To go along with my fully accessible house I would buy an ac-
cessible limousine. I am all about rolling in style and who wouldn’t want to roll in a limo.  

Continuing on the theme of accessibility I would next give money to my school system 
to install push button doors in every school in the district. This is a huge part of a building’s 
accessibility and a person’s independence.. This is especially true when it comes to high 
school where kids really begin to move toward independence. 

After that I would give whatever was left to organizations such as United Cerebral Palsy 
and The Florida Youth Council that help to improve life for people with disabilities.  Lastly 
I would name a star after someone I like. 



If I had a million dollars, I would do a few 
things with it.  After paying Uncle Sam his 
share (so that I don’t get in trouble with 
the IRS), I would give at least 10% to my 
church.  After that, I would use whatever 
was left to purchase a house.  The house 
would have at least 3 bedrooms, two and a 
half baths, an offi ce, and a separate dining 
room and kitchen.  It would also include a 
swimming pool in the backyard and possi-
bly a hot tub.  I would buy a house so that 
I would never have to worry about rent or 

By Derek Carraway
If I Had A Million Dollars

mortgage again, and I would always be 
confi dent that I have a place to live.  I 
would use any leftover money to go on 
a nice cruise for a little getaway vacation 
for some rest and relaxation.  I would love 
to go to the Caribbean, and preferably the 
Virgin Islands.  Once I did all of that, if 
there was any money left, I would probably 
just let it sit in the bank and earn a little 
interest.  There you have it.  That’s what I 
would do if I had a million dollars.

If, by some miracle, I won a million dollars, 
what would I do? That is a great question. 
Personally, I wouldn’t want it to change 
me much, so I wouldn’t do anything too 
extravagant, but there would be a few things 
I would buy and do. 

The very fi rst thing I would do is call 
up my credit card company and pay off my 
credit card. Next, I would call up my bank 
and pay off my car. The next thing I would 
do is go to the Sallie Mae website and pay 
off my student loans. After getting that all 
taken care of I would head into town.

My fi rst stop would be a car dealership. 
You see, now that I have paid off my car, 
I can get rid of it. Most people would buy 
a really expensive and extravagant vehicle 
if they had just won a million dollars. Not 
me. I would get a 2011 Kia Sportage, even 
though I wish that they hadn’t changed the 
body style. It would be dark blue, and I 
would splurge a little with all of the bells 
and whistles. Hello sunroof. In my new 
vehicle, I would pull out and go right down 
the road and into another car dealership. 
This time it would be the Honda Dealership. 
One 2011 CRV for my fi ancée would be the 
purchase there. 

After my morning of vehicle purchas-
ing, I would head to my mom’s work and 
tell her to come out and see my new car. 
She would be mad at me and want to know 
why I bought a new car. After her tirade, 
I would tell her that I had won a million 

dollars. I would then hand her a check for 
the amount due on her house. After much 
screaming and excitement, I would leave 
her work and head over to my fi ancées 
mom’s house. Once there, I would pay 
off her house just like I did for my mom. 

By that time, it would be late and I 
would go to sleep. The next morning, I 
would head to work and tell them that I 
would be working less often. After that, I 
would alter my fall school schedule from 
two classes to four or fi ve. Then I would 
go ahead and pay off my tuition for the 
next semester. 

After all of that spending (two cars, 
two houses, credit card, tuition, etc.) on 
myself, I would then give back. I would 
give 10 percent to my church, 5 percent 
to the Family Cafe and the Florida Youth 
Council and then another 5 percent to 
Ability 1st. After that I don’t know what 
I would do. Maybe a cruise. I just don’t 
know. 

By Alex Brown
My Million Dollar Miracle



We all want to have nice things, but in 
reality, things are too expensive. However, 
what if we came across a large amount of 
money? Something like one million dollars? 
The things you can do with a million dollars 
are up to the imagination. Me, I would do a 
couple of things that I’ve always wanted to 
do. For sure, some of my dreams are going 
to be realized.

First, I would buy myself a house, but 
not just any typical house; it would be a 
two-story house with four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms and a big kitchen. I would design 
each room, and they would each have their 
own theme. For example, I would have a 
game room, a movie theater, a gym, and 
of course, my bedroom. Each room would 
have a 40-inch TV with surround sound, 
except for the theater room, which would 
have a projector. The gym would have all 
of the latest in exercise equipment and a 
big Gatorade and Vitamin Water fridge. 
The game room would have all of the latest 
video games on shelves on the wall. It would 
have a game chair in the center of the room, 
and the latest game posters on the wall. I 
would also cut a hole through the center of 
the house and put a fi reman’s pole through 
the bedroom fl oor that would land me to the 
closest part to the kitchen, because I love 
snaking. Second, I would buy everyone in 
my family a house; it may seem expensive, 
but houses sell for around 20 thousand dol-
lars around where I live. If I were to budget 
it right, I could do it.

Next, I would donate some of the money 
to some charities that I’ve always been 
interested in. Some are Division of Blind 
Services, Vocational Rehab Lighthouse for 
the Blind, and of course, the Family Cafe. 
All of these charities and services help bet-
ter the lives for people with disabilities in 
Florida. They help people like me to learn 
and be more aware of my surroundings.

The fi nal and biggest things I would buy 
are exact replicas of both the Knight Rider 
car and the Back to the Future car. Those 
two cars are my favorite cars of all time. 
The Knight Rider car is a black Pontiac 
Trans Am. In the show, it’s supposed to be 

A Million Dollars
By Josue Tapia Ortiz a futuristic car that is programmed by arti-

fi cial intelligence. It has a mind of its own, 
with several voice activated gadgets like 
turbo and jump springs. The coolest part of 
the car is that it has a blinking red light on 
the front, which means the car is alive. The 
second car is an ‘82 DeLorean DMC 12. It’s 
the face of the Back to the Future movies, a 
time traveling car. Who wouldn’t want that? 
Like the Knight Rider car, it has several 
gadgets on the inside. The things that make 
it my favorite car, however, are the outsides. 
The two giant turbines on the back of the car 
make it look awesome! It also has butterfl y 
doors, which are doors that open upward 
instead of toward you. It would be a dream 
come true to have them.

Those are the things I would buy with 
my one million dollars. It may seem simple, 
but I’m a simple person. What would you 
do with your million?



If I Had A Million Dollars By Barenaked Ladies
By Megan Atkinson

Lyrics: 
If I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
I’d buy you a house
(I would buy you a house)
If I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
I’d buy you furniture for your house
(Maybe a nice chesterfi eld or an ottoman)
And if I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
Well, I’d buy you a K-Car
(A nice Reliant automobile)
If I had a million dollars I’d buy your love

If I had a million dollars
I’d build a tree fort in our yard
If I had million dollars
You could help, it wouldn’t be that hard
If I had million dollars
Maybe we could put like a little tiny fridge 
in there somewhere
You know, we could just go up there and 
hang out
Like open the fridge and stuff
There would already be laid out foods for us
Like little pre-wrapped sausages and things

They have pre-wrapped sausages but they 
don’t have pre-wrapped bacon
Well, can you blame ‘em
Uh, yeah

If I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
Well, I’d buy you a fur coat
(But not a real fur coat that’s cruel)
And if I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
Well, I’d buy you an exotic pet
(Yep, like a llama or an emu)
And if I had a million dollars
(If I had a a million dollars)
Well, I’d buy you John Merrick’s remains
(Ooh, all them crazy elephant bones)
And If I had a million dollars I’d buy your 
love

If I had a million dollars
We wouldn’t have to walk to the store
If I had a million dollars

Now, we’d take a limousine ‘cause it costs 
more
If I had a million dollars
We wouldn’t have to eat Kraft Dinner
But we would eat Kraft Dinner
Of course we would, we’d just eat more
And buy really expensive ketchups with it
That’s right, all the fanciest ke... Dijon 
ketchups!
Mmmmmm, Mmmm-Hmmm

If I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
Well, I’d buy you a green dress
(But not a real green dress, that’s cruel)
And if I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
Well, I’d buy you some art
(A Picasso or a Garfunkel)
If I had a million dollars
(If I had a million dollars)
Well, I’d buy you a monkey
(Haven’t you always wanted a monkey)

If I had a million dollars
I’d buy your love

If I had a million dollars, If I had a million 
dollars
If I had a million dollars, If I had a million 
dollars
If I had a million dollars
I’d be rich
-If I had a million dollars by Barenaked 
Ladies

This month’s Noodle topic reminded me 
so much of this song “If I Had a Million 
Dollars,” by the Barenaked Ladies. It made 
me laugh, so I thought that it would make 
everybody else laugh too. I wouldn’t go so 
far as to buy someone’s love, but I would 
defi nitely buy a house and give a large sum 
of my money to a charity (as long as I knew 
exactly where it was going). I would also 
fund childhood illness research, and divide 
the money among my family members. I 
would probably give all of my money away 
to people and organizations who need it, 
because I know it would make a difference 
in someone’s life.



If won a million dollars, I would have 
many things that I would like to do with it. 
First, I would give money to my family to 
help them to reduce their debt. Second, I 
would want to go see the Ellen DeGeneres 
show in Los Angeles, California. I love her 
show. She is so funny and I love the games 
they play on her show. Third, I would like to 
go to the taping of a Dr. Oz show; I think his 
show is interesting and kind of neat. Then, I 
would like to donate some of the money to 
some of my favorite causes.

This may sound self-serving, but I would 
like to fund the Florida Youth Council and 
make sure that all of the members have the 
support they need to attend all of our events. 
I would also like to start a speaker’s bureau 

and travel around the country with my 
peers, who have different disabilities, and 
have them all share their experiences, good 
and bad, with other young people. Finally, I 
would like to fund research for my disabil-
ity, Prader Willi Syndrome, and help other 
families with their needs.

Dr. Oz and Ellen Here I come!!! 
By Lizzy Barrows

Dear Saucey!
Dear Saucey,

Sometimes I notice that I’m getting 
funny looks when I go to the grocery store 
with my Mom. I think it might be because 
I’m in a wheelchair. It really hurts my 
feelings and I just want to yell! Help me 
please!

      
-purtygurl7

Dearest purtygurl7,

I know the feeling! And besides be-
coming a hermit, there is always a positive 
WAY???? to look at things 

say to look at things. Sometimes when 
I know I’m looking fabulous, I pretend like 
everyone is staring at my hair! Or maybe at 
my pretty dress! Just pick something you 
really like about yourself and pretend that 
that’s what these rude people are seeing. 
That way, you’ll start to feel really good at 
being stared at, and it will make you want 
to be more adventurous! After all, every-
one already knows you’re a “purty gurl!”

      
All my love,

      
 Saucey

                   
“Dear Saucey” is a letter-answering member of the Florida Youth Council that is here to help all our loyal 
readers with problems or questions of any kind. The questions do not have to be FYC related! 



The Florida Youth Council is a group of 
youth (between the ages of 15 and 17) and 
emerging leaders (between the ages of 18 
and 30) with disabilities or special health 
care needs that live in Florida. 

The Florida Youth Council is all 
about getting youth and emerging leaders 
involved in self-advocacy, peer mentoring 
and other activities that will improve the 
quality of life for youth and emerging 
leaders with disabilities in Florida. The 
program empowers youth and emerging 
leaders to decide what issues are important 

How Do I Become 
Part of The Florida Youth Council?

to their generation, to express those issues 
in their state and local communities, and to 
develop strategies to solve them.

We are  seek ing  a  g roup  of 
enthusiastic, motivated youth and emerging 
leaders to participate. If you would like to 
take a leadership role in advocating for youth 
and emerging leaders in Florida, please 
visit The Family Café website at www.
familycafe.net and choose Florida Youth 
Council from the Main Menu. The program 
is open to application year round. We hope 
to hear from you soon!

Dear Professor,

The other day I was walking along a dark 
alley and some stranger offered me a deal on 
a giant Venus Fly Trap. Being the plant lover 
that I am, I took him up on his offer. I took 
it home and fed and watered it. It has grown 
as expected. I have begun feeding it rats 
and other small mammals, but this morning 
I swear I heard it yell, “Feed me Seymour.” 
I don’t know what to do now. I love it and I 
want to keep it, but I don’t what to about its 
appetite. Any suggestions? 

Seymour Krelboyne
----------------------------------------------------
Well Seymour, I think you have come to the 
right person, because I am a professor in 
things that aren’t really there. My response 
may seem humorous, but my advice is sure 
to help if followed to a tee. Now let’s take a 
look at your issue, Seymour.  

While I do believe that I am the right 
person, I must say that plants are not exactly 
my specialty. I am highly allergic to pollen, 
and honey, and wheat, and milk, and peanuts, 
and well, just about anything, but I am espe-
cially allergic to pollen. Your particular plant 
seems rather interesting. I am familiar with 
the Venus Fly Trap and its ferocious appetite 
for insects and arachnids.

Yours, however seems to enjoy just a 
little more meat than just fl ies and spiders. At 
this point I am going to make the suggestion 

that you get rid of it. Your story seems oddly 
familiar to me. Almost like a movie…a movie 
where the lover of the plant gets eaten. The 
question is, how do you kill it?

You could stop watering it and stop feed-
ing it, but I believe that would be too much 
for you to bear, Seymour. If that is indeed the 
case, I recommend that you kill it with Round 
Up. It should do the trick. It will either kill 
it or make it grow exponentially. If that hap-
pens, then the plant might treat you as food, 
but that won’t happen. A giant man-eating 
plant, wait that would be cool…sorry about 
that. I got lost in thought. 

Good luck Seymour. I hope that you can 
kill the plant, but if it becomes man-eating 
let me know. I will add it to my collection of 
man-eating thing. I am just kidding, but if it 
does happen, call me. 

Professor Linguini’s Lab


